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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to examine the tradition of flower tree parades in Ban Ahee
and to investigate community participation in promoting and preserving the flower tree parade tradition in
Ban Ahee, Tha Li District, Loei Province. A mixed-methods research design was employed to collect both
quantitative and qualitative data. The primary informants included 106 participants, selected through
specific methods such as local scholars, village headmen, assistant village headmen, local government
representatives, cultural experts, academics, and village representatives. The researcher used semi-
structured interviews, focus group discussions, and participation assessments to gather data. The qualitative
data were analyzed using content analysis, while the quantitative data were analyzed using a pre-existing
computer program to compute descriptive statistics, such as the mean and standard deviation. The results
of the study indicated that the tradition of flower parades is a cultural heritage of Ban Ahee, held annually
on April 16. The event brings together flower plants created by the community to ask for forgiveness from
the Triple Gem, as they were brought down to pour water on Songkran Day. In the past, the flower trees
were used for night parades, but currently, the parade takes place during the day. Flower trees from 11
villages under the administration of the Ahee Subdistrict Administrative Organization participate in the
procession from Wat Mueang Tumthamaram to Wat Sirimongkol, and community participation promotes
and preserves the flower parade tradition. Overall, it was found that the community is highly involved.
When considering each aspect, the community participated at the highest level in every area. Participation
was arranged in descending order as follows: participation in receiving benefits, participation in taking action,

participation in reflecting and planning, and participation in decision-making

Keywords: Community Participation, Ahee Subdistrict Administrative Organization, Promotion and Preservation,

Flower Tree Parade Tradition
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