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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the relationship between the level of importance placed on
forensic evidence and the utilization of forensic evidence in criminal cases involving life, bodily harm, and
sexual offenses, and 2) investigate problems and obstacles in the utilization of forensic evidence by
investigation officers under the Provincial Police Region 7. A mixed-methods research design was employed
to obtain a comprehensive understanding of both quantitative and qualitative findings. The quantitative
component involved a survey administered to 297 investigation officers, while the qualitative component
consisted of in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with 16 police executives with extensive
experience in criminal investigations and forensic coordination. Quantitative data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics and correlation analysis, whereas qualitative data were analyzed through thematic
analysis to identify key challenges and practical recommendations related to forensic evidence utilization.
The findings revealed that educational level and length of service significantly influenced both the level of
importance placed on forensic evidence and its utilization in criminal cases involving life, bodily harm, and
sexual offenses. Overall, the level of importance placed on forensic evidence was found to be high (X= 4.21, SD
= 0.359) and shared consistent perceptions regarding its role. Similarly, the utilization of forensic evidence
was also rated at a high level (X= 3.81, SD= 0.403). Correlation analysis demonstrated a statistically significant
positive relationship between the importance placed on forensic evidence and its utilization (r = 0.560, p= 0.000),
indicating a moderate level of correlation. This finding suggests that investigation officers who place greater
importance on forensic evidence are more likely to apply it effectively in criminal investigations. Qualitative
findings underscored numerous challenges, notably deficiencies in systems and technological support, such
as the lack of a centralized forensic evidence database, inadequate online tracking systems for forensic
examination results, and insufficient inter-agency data integration. The study also emphasized the need to
establish multidisciplinary teams comprising police officers, forensic scientists, and forensic pathologists to
collaboratively conduct crime scene investigations in serious criminal cases. We expect these measures to

improve the accuracy, efficiency, and scientific reliability of using forensic evidence in the criminal justice process.

Keywords: Importance, Utilization, Forensic Evidence, Criminal Cases Involving Life Body and Sexual

Offenses
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